
 

 

March 29, 2023 
 
The Honorable David Rouzer 
United States House of Representatives 
2333 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
RE: North Carolina Department of Natural and Cultural Resources’ Funding Request for Shoreline 

Restoration Project at Brunswick Town Fort Anderson State Historic Site 
 
Dear Representative Rouzer: 

Please accept this letter in support of the North Carolina Department of Natural and Cultural Resources’ 
(DNCR) funding request to continue building a living shoreline at Brunswick Town Fort Anderson State 
Historic Site. 

The installation of this living shoreline is a state-supported project that makes both the historic site itself 
and the community it serves more resilient in the face of future natural disasters, sea level rise, and 
wave energy from passing ships while also protecting and enhancing natural habitat, strengthening 
biodiversity, providing outdoor recreation and education opportunities on public lands, and 
safeguarding valuable historic resources. Through the installation of Reefmakers, an artificial reef 
system comprised of concrete molded trays set with natural rock material, this project will significantly 
reduce shoreline erosion, attenuate wave action, and mitigate flooding. 

At the time of this writing, nearly 1,000 linear feet of the living shoreline have been completed and an 
additional 1,400 linear feet is scheduled for completion by the end of 2023. The Reefmakers have 
proven their efficacy and withstood the tidal forces of Hurricanes Florence, Dorian, and Isais, as well as 
Tropical Storm Michael. In each of these instances, the shoreline was protected even throughout 
flooding conditions. Where Reefmakers have been installed, sediment accretion and reestablishment of 
native grasses have been observed. Oysters are clustering on the Reefmakers themselves, which is 
improving the water quality in the area.  

The North Carolina Office of Recovery and Resiliency (NCORR) supports this application as it advances 
our mutual goals to help storm-impacted communities rebuild smarter and stronger in the face of 
natural disasters. The State of North Carolina has already invested significantly in this project 
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(approximately $1.9 million of state funding) and DNCR’s request to NFWF will help bring this project 
closer to completion. 

Without this important nature-based infrastructure investment, Brunswick Town Fort Anderson will 
sustain permanent damage and will be unable to serve as a community education hub. Additionally, 
important coastal habitat will continue to suffer while erosion damages the water quality of the Cape 
Fear River and ocean. 

Should you have any questions or require additional information, please do not hesitate to contact me 
at (919) 741-8762 or email me at marlena.byrne@ncdps.gov. Thank you so much for considering this 
project. 

Sincerely, 

 

Marlena Byrne 
Deputy Chief Resilience Officer 
 

 

 

 

 







 

 

May 19, 2022 
 
North Carolina Attorney General’s Office  
Environmental Enhancement Grant Program 
NC Department of Justice 
114 W Edenton Street 
Raleigh, NC 27603 
 
RE: North Carolina Department of Natural and Cultural Resources’ Grant Application for Shoreline 

Restoration Project at Brunswick Town Fort Anderson State Historic Site 
 
Dear Grant Review Panel: 

Please accept this letter in support of the North Carolina Department of Natural and Cultural Resources ’ 
(DNCR) grant application to continue building a living shoreline at Brunswick Town Fort Anderson State 
Historic Site. 

The installation of a living shoreline is a state-supported project that makes both the historic site itself 
and the community it serves more resilient in the face of future natural disasters, sea level rise, and 
wave energy from passing ships while also protecting and enhancing natural habitat, strengthening 
biodiversity, providing outdoor recreation and education opportunities on public lands, and 
safeguarding valuable historic resources. Through the installation of Reefmakers, an artificial reef 
system comprised of concrete molded trays set with natural rock material, this project will significantly 
reduce shoreline erosion, attenuate wave action, and mitigate flooding. 

At the time of this writing, nearly 1,000 linear feet of the living shoreline have been completed and an 
additional 1,400 linear feet is scheduled for completion by the end of 2023. The Reefmakers have 
proven their efficacy and withstood the tidal forces of Hurricanes Florence, Dorian and Isais, as well as 
Tropical Storm Michael. In each of these instances, the shoreline was protected even throughout 
flooding conditions. Where Reefmakers have been installed, sediment accretion and reestablishment of 
native grasses have been observed. Oysters are clustering on the Reefmakers themselves, which is 
improving the water quality in the area.  

The North Carolina Office of Recovery and Resiliency (NCORR) supports this application as it advances 
mutual goals. NCORR leads the state’s initiatives to help storm-impacted communities rebuild smarter 
and stronger in the face of natural disaster and long-term climate change. The State of North Carolina 
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has already invested significantly in this project (approximately $1.9 million of state funding) and DNCR’s 
request to NFWF will help bring this project closer to completion. 

Without this important nature-based infrastructure investment, Brunswick Town Fort Anderson will 
sustain permanent damage and will be unable to serve as a community education hub. Additionally, 
important coastal habitat will continue to suffer while erosion damages the water quality of the Cape 
Fear River and ocean. 

Should you have any questions or require additional information, please do not hesitate to contact me 
at (919) 741-8762 or email me at marlena.byrne@ncdps.gov. Thank you so much for considering this 
project. 

Sincerely, 

 

Marlena Byrne 
Deputy Chief Resilience Officer 
 

 

 

 

 


