








Lu
m
b
ee

O F F I C E  O F  T H E  L U M B E E  T R I B A L  C H A I R M A N
6 9 8 4  H i g h w a y  7 1 1  W e s t   |    P e m b r o k e ,  N C  2 8 3 7 2   |   9 1 0 . 5 2 1 . 7 8 6 1  

 

O F F I C E  O F  T H E  L U M B E E  T R I B A L  C H A I R M A N
6 9 8 4  H i g h w a y  7 1 1  W e s t   |    P e m b r o k e ,  N C  2 8 3 7 2   |   9 1 0 . 5 2 1 . 7 8 6 1  

 

Lumbee Tribe of North Carolina

John L. Lowery  | Lumbee Tribal Chairman John L. Lowery  | Lumbee Tribal Chairman 

March 3, 2026

Thank you for your support and for assisting with our previous funding request for the
restoration of Old Main. Your efforts helped secure $1 million toward this important project,
and we are truly grateful for your leadership and commitment to preserving this historic
landmark. While this funding allowed us to begin critical work, significant resources are still
needed to fully restore the exterior of Old Main, and we appreciate your continued support as
we work to complete this effort.



Best regards, 

John L. Lowery 
Tribal ChairmanLu
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March 5, 2026

The Honorable Representative Rouzer 
2333 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 

RE: Letter of Support to Preserve Old Main 

Honorable Representative Rouzer, 

I write today to ask your support for an eannark request for the renovation of the historic Old 
Main building, which is critically needed to preserve an important piece of Robeson County, 
North Carolina's history, and plays an invaluable economic development role in our region. 

As the Chief Executive Officer of Lumbee Tribe Holdings, Inc., former Economic Development 
Director of Robeson County, an alumnus of UNC Pembroke (UNCP), and a Town Councilman, I 
can personally attest to the vital role that UNCP plays in creating the workforce of future 
generations. Cultivating talent in rural North Carolina has become increasingly important. The 
iconic Old Main building on the campus of UNCP presents an opportunity for cultural tourism 
and generates renewed interest in the many bachelor's and certification programs offered. 

Old Main, serving as an iconic building on campus, acts as a crucial element in student 
recruitment. Its historical and cultural significance highlights the university's rich history, 
legacy, presence, and ongoing resilience. The preservation and renovation of Old Main will not 
only enhance the university's appeal but also demonstrate its commitment to maintaining a strong 
connection to its past while advancing into the future. This makes it a vital component of the 
university's strategy to attract and retain talented individuals who will contnbute to the region's 
economic development. 

The renovation of this historic building will foster additional interest from both students and the 
community. Workforce training and education are primary factors in determining locations for 
business recruitment and retention. UNC Pembroke plays a significant role in the economy of 
southeastern North Carolina, with its graduates representing the future workforce. The building's 
importance to the Lumbee Tnbe uniquely contributes to tourism in Pembroke and attracts many 
visitors to the area. 

That is why I respectfully ask for your careful consideration of UNCP's request for Old Main 
renovations, which will make the building more resilient to the weather and more attractive as a 
destination and gathering place to tourists, students, and staff, as well as preserve an important 
part of Pembroke's history. 

Thank you for your careful consideration of this important priority for our region and all you do 
for our state. 
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